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RICHARD CHAMPERNOVVNE 


Knight, of Modbery in the Countic 
of Deuonſhice. 


Izht Worſhipfull, 1 haue been in- 
formed , it ts now abont twentze 
? } yeeres, ſuthence theſe colleftions 

 hane been ſafely preſerned, by your 
f affection to them : I make no que- 
ſtion but you valued then at a5 
hieh a rate as that famous hiſlo- 
rie of Comines was held,by tws 


of the greateft and worthieſt Princes that raigned in Eu- 
rope theſe hundred yeeres : namely the Emperour Charles 
the fifth , and Francis the firſt King of France : who 
made ſo great account of that hiſtorie, that the Emperour 
carried it continually about with him, as Alexander did 
theworkes of Homer : 70 eſſe eſteeming it than he did 
them. andthe King was as much diſpleaſed with the prin- 
ting and publiſhing thereof as was the (ame Alexander 
in times paſt, for the ſetting forth of Ariſtotles workes, 
called Acromatica,us rehearſeth Gellius : and in ſo do- 
ing , you hane foliowed thoſe great Princes : but in your 
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cheyſe you haue as farre gon beyond them, as they in great- 
nes exceeded you : for they preſerned Hiforits , but hu- 
maine, which onely delighteth ihe care for 4 time : but yow 
hawe preſerned Gods promiſed mercy, which indureth for 
ener. In your abſence and not knowing the Author, 1 haue 
preſumed to giue it this title : Mans Arraignement,and 
Gods Mercy in deliuering him, 

T hus ſhall the time to come much commend your care 
in keepme them from obliuion here on earth, and after 
your death, you ſhall for it ſhine like a ſtarre in heauen, for 
preſeruing ſo goed a worke : the reading whereof by Gods 
aſiftance , ſhall bring many wvnto righteouſneſſe. This 
treaſure it pleaſed you, ſhould be publiſhed for 4 common 
good: may1it therefore pleaſe you to receiue the protection 
of theſe readings as your owne , beſt deſeruing them : I 
humbly betake them to your Worſhip, and your Worſhip ts 
the protection of the higheſt, 


Ioha Flasket. 
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uering him. 


GENESIS, 2. 7. , 


T her the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked, and they ſewed fig-tree leaues 
together, and mage themſelnes breeches, 


a a@ Ercin wearetoconſider, how 
Ya thatour miſcry beginneth in 
& this ſccond courſe, which is 
the wages of {inne : wherein 
conſiſteth the execution of 
: the ſentence in the Chapter 
E= re.) going before,and 17.verſe,/n Geueſ.2.17. 
4 the day that thok eateft thereof, 
thou ſhalt die the death ,and in the execution weareto 
confider, how God in his Iuſtice remembreth Mer- 
cy. So thatin this7.verle,and thereſt tollowing vn- 
to theend of this Chapter, weare to note two ge- 
nerall and principall points, firſt Gods Iudgement, 
and ſecondly his Mercy : andin his Iudgemenr,firſt 
the courſe of Gods calling them to Arraignement, 
B and 


| Jerem.$.29. 


Rom. 6.23 


Pſalm.g 1.3. 


Pſalm 69.22. 


Prouerb.5-3 4+ 


Pr04,20.17, 


Provu.t0.25. 


M171,4-7» 


Xce/ej.11.9, 
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and then the execution of his iudgement. And for 
the firſt, God ſerueth as it were an arreſt ypon them, 
and then bringeth them to triall : in the perfor- 
mance whereof God ſendeth forth as it were his 
Sergcants at armes (to wit, ſhame and terrour) to 
attach them: whereby weplainely percciue, thatin 
{inning we can by no meanes eſcape the mighty 
hand of God. As the Prophet leremy manifeſtly de- 
clareth in his, 5.chapter. ver{.29. Shal 1 not wiſite for 
theſe things ſateth the Lord? or ſhall not my ſoule be 4- 
wenged on ſuch a nation as this? For as there 1s a worke, 
ſothereisa wages thereof, and the wazes of (inne is 
acath, Rom.6.ver.23.whereby it is manifeſt, that in 
euery ſtanc there isa ſnare, in reſpe& whereof the 
diuel is called a hunter in the g1. Pſal.ver(.3. So that 
as there is an allurement in ſinnc,ſo likewiſe is there 
a ſnare, Pla].69.ver.22. and as there is a baite, ſo alſo 
is therea hooke: which Sa/omon moſt lively cxpreſ- 
ſeth,Pro.5.vcr.3.and 4.For the lips of a ſtrange woman 
(faith hee ) drop as an hony cembe, and her mouth is 
more ſoft then oyle:but the end of her is as bitter as worme- 
wood,er ſharp as a two edged ſword.Solikewile,Pro.20, 
ver. 17. The bread of deceit s ſweet to a man, but after- 
ward his month ſhall be filed with zranell, Sacriledge 
and robbing of Churches is a {weete gaine, and a 

uicke commodity, butas the ſame Propher faith in 
i 25. verſe of the ſame chapter, 1t # 4 deftrution for 
a man todeuour that which i ſanttified,c after the vowes 
to enquire, Sinne as the Apoſtle callethit, 2.Tim.4.3. 
isaSit werean 7:ch, which at the firſt ſeemetlfplea- 
ſantto berubbedand chaffed,but at laſt it wil ſurely 
{mart:asthe wiſe man notably declareth Eccl. 1. 9. 


Rezoyce 
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Reioyce O young man (ſaith he) in thyyouth, and let thy 

heart cheere thee in the daies of thy youth,and walke inthe 

waies of thy heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes : but know 

that for all theſe things, God will bring thee to indgement. 
Wherefore ceing the wages of linne is death, God 

might haue executed his judgement ſo ſoone as the 

woman had eaten the forbidden fruit. But behold 

the mercy of God, that ſo long as there was any 
hopc,and as itisin1. Cor.7.14. So long 45 the unbe- £977.14. 
leening wife might be ſandlified by the husband,©00 pro- 

ceeded not in iudgement, vnrtill the husband him- 

ſelfe alſo was corrupted. And ſo when there was no 

hope of their recouery, then began God to cxecute 

his iuſtice. But how is it heere ſaid, that their cycs 

are now opened? were they before blindfolded and 

ſaw not? as for Adam that he ſaw, itis plaine in Ge- 6. 2.19. 
neſ.2.19. and that thewoman ſaw before, the verſe be- ads 
fore my Text witneſſeth it. And for them both it is | 
plainein Genef. 1. 27. Where itis ſaid that God crea- Geneſ 1.27. 
ted them both male & female,according to his own Image. 
Wherfore this opening of their eyes, is to be vnder- 

ſtood of the eyes of the ſoule. For whiles they were 

doing (1n,the light of their vnderſtanding, the cyes 

of thcir ſoules were as it were coucred with a vaile, 

that they could not {ce or perceiue what they did. 

For if they had ſeeneinto it,they would neucr haue 
changed eſlentiall felicity for a vaine hope of im- 
mortality.no Pagan would haue made ſuch achige, 
muchleſle they being ſo perfect, if they had percci- 

ued what they did. And this Blindnes hath cuer ſince 


. X : Rom 1,21. 
remained in vs, as may appeare by theſe places of ——_— 


Scripture, Rom.1.21.Rom.11.8.Eph.4.18, Where +,1,/,,18, 
B 2 tore 
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fore as Theodoret that learned Father ſaith, While we 
are doing the decd, wee ſcenotatall, but when wee 
haue done, then we ſee, Andancient writers giue a 
reaſon hereofinaſimilitude, comparing the raging 
aftecions of {inne vato boyliag water, wherein fo 
long as it is boyling, wee cannot ſee or behold our 
ſelues, but when it hath ccafed from boyling, then 
may we bchold our {clues therein clearcly. This 
opcning therfore of the eyes,is the ſting and worme 


of conſcience, whaich cuery one liuing inthis world, 


both Chriſtian & Pagan feclz at one time or other, 
as it 15 manifc{t for the Chriſtian, Rom.7.24. where 
S. Paul cricth out, O wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
acliuer me from the body of this death ? And for the Pa. 
can itisalſoplaine, Rom. 2. 15. wherethe Apoſtle 
ſpeaking of the Gentiles, thus ſaith, 1/4ich ſhew the ef- 
fed of the Law written in their hearts, their conſcience al. 
[C bearing witneſſe, and their theurhts accuſing one ano- 
ther,or excuſing. Forasa moth groweth out of a gar- 
ment, and eatcth and conſumerh it,ſotais worme of 
conſcience groweth out of {1nne ; and vnleſſe we be 
hardened, and as it were made fat for the day of 
ſlaughter, it will ſil] gnaw and conſume vs, vntill we 
ſee our nakedneſle and delire to bee cloathed with 
Gods mercies, The ſecond point that we haue now 
to conſider, is from whence this opening of their 
eycs proceeded, not from themſelues, but from the 
mercy of God, as S. [amzes ſaith in his firſt chapter, 
verſe 17. Euery goed gift, ana enery perfect g1ft 15 from 4- 
boue, and commeth downe from the father of lights ec. 
For by their ſfinne they deſerued to haue thezr eyes 
heauy and /hat, and their hears made fat, {othat ſerine 


they 
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they ſhould ſee and not perceine, as itisin Elay 6.9, 10. £/az 6.9,e, 
and as itisalſointhe 66,verl.4. ofthe ſame Prophet, ,,,.c. 
hee might iuſtly haue choſen ont their deluſions, and 
bronzht their feare vpon them, Andas 1n 2. Thel.2, ut, 2,Tbeſ;2.11, 
he mightin iuſtice haue ſent ther ſtrong deluſrons, that 

they might alwaies beleene tyes, and that lying Prophet 

the Serpent. And hecre behold a miſery of all miſe- 

ries, that we runne head-long to hell, and percciue 

it not, before God of his infinite mercy doe lighten 

our eyes : and weare ikea man taken with a feuer, 

who when hethinkes himſclte by pleaſant drinking 

to be moſt relecued,then is he moſt indangered.For 

ynleſſe we ſtirre and make haſt roward God, when 

the ſting of conſcience pricketh vs forward, wee are 
afterward,as the Prophet ſaith, Pſal.17.10. incloſed 12 pry 11.16. 
our owne fat : we percetuenot our miſery, and laying 

aſide a good conſcience, asit is1.Tim.1. 19. We make 1,Tireaug. 
ſhip-wracke of all fatth. So that afterward we may per- 

chance call vpon God, but he will not anſwere : ycz 

we my, aSitis in Prou.1.28. ſecke him early, but we ſhall Proverb 1.14, 
not find him. Sce the example of Saul in 1.5am. chap-,,,,,,, 
rer 15, ver[,23,24,25,26,27,28, andinthe 28. chapter 24, &c. | 
oftheſame booke, ver(.6. Wherfore we may hcere "925-6. 
cleerely fee the ſecond generall point which I firſt 

noted,to wit the Mercy of God, in that he opened 

their eyes, and pricked them with the ſting of con- 
{cience,which 2s Salomon (aith Pro.20.30. is the blew- Prouer,uo. 3% 
nes of the wound,which ſerueth to purge the enill, andthe 

firipes within the bowels of the belly. Wherefore to con- 

clude this point, this opening ofthe eyes, this ſting 

of conſcienceis that Aduerſarins in via, as Auguitine 


interpreteth on Matth.5.25.T hat adverſary inthe way, Matth,g.2q, 
B 2 who, 


| 
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who, vnleſſe we quickly agree with him, whiles we are in | 
in the way,will deliner 4/580 the Indge,and the Indee deli | 
wer vs to the Sergeant, and we ſhall be caſt imtopriſon, | 
whence we ſhall neuer come out. And thus much | 
for the firſt part of this verſe, that their eyes were | 
opened. 

It followerh, They knew they were naked , wherein 
weare firſt to marke the ſ{ubtilland Sophiſticall dea- 
ling of that falſe Prophet Satan, who tould them 
their cyes ſhould bee opened, and ſo they were in- 
deed,but to their vtter confuſion. A good caucat for 
all ſubtill dealers and Sophiſters, ro make them be- | 
ware,lcſt in thcir faire deluſions, and ſubtill ations, 
they ſhew themſclues right ſchollers of that ſubrill 
Serpent. Butnow comes it heere to paſſe, that they 
arenow aſhamed to ſee their nakednefſe 2 Forthey 
ſaw themſelues naked before, & were not aſhamed. \, 
The Grecke Church thus re{olueth this doubt, that 
in their ſtate of innocency, they were ſo wraptwith 
ſpirituall contemplation, that they perceiucd not 

Lake 24.16. their nakedneſle: as in Luke 24.16. The Apoſiles eyes 
were holden that they could not know Chriſt.ButI rather 
an{were,that this nakednes was not the ſame, that it 

oy was before they ſinned, but that it was now another 

manner of nakednes. For theirnakednes in their in- 
nocency would not becouered, becauſe it was per- 
fe and glorious,cuen as the Sunnein his brightnes 
will not be couered withany cloud. But as ſoone as 
Kem.1.26, they ſinned,Godgane them,as itisin Rom.1.26. vnto 
vile affetti:ns: &rh& their nakednes became a ſhame 
and a curſe. And in the Hebrew Text,wheras before 


their fal they were ſaidto be >». the word is after. 
wards 


Y 
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wards changed into =o» as if now they were defe- 
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Riue.Thisſhameand curſe reſtethnow in vs all: for 
wee readethat the greateſt Pagansthe moſt barba- 
rous Indians doe couer their priuities : and thoſe 
who for their nakednes werecalled Adamitescould 
not but couer theſe parts. And herein alſo wee may 
beholdthe exceeding mercie of God, that whereas 
this ſhame of nakednes ſhould haue becn through- 
out our whole bodics, he is contented to diſpenſe 
with vs,ſo thatitis but only in one little part,as _ 
appeare by the word vreeches here following, which 
inthe Hebrew tongue {1gnifieth a thing to gird a- 
bour for hiding the priuities : and wee are not aſha- 
med to ſeeall the other parts of our bodic, wherein 
I ſay Gods mercie aboundeth. Foras in ſinning we 
cauſed God and in him all his creatures to bee our 
enemies, ſo all the members of our bodie in juſtice 
ſhould haue raken vengeance on vs, and, as it is in 
Prou. 5. verſ.22, we ſhould haue been holden with Prov.s 224. 
the cords of our owne ſinne. And now on the con- 
trarie ſide behold the cxtreame blindnes and foo- 
liſhnes of man.,thart they to couer this ſhame,and to 
redceme themſclues as it were out of the hands of 
this Sergeant, runne like babes to the figge-leaues, 
and ſewing them together make themſclues bree- 
ches. So plaied Sas! likewiſe that vngratefullrepro- 
bate,after God had ſent his other Sergeant (of who 
Iam to ipeake more hercafter ) to wit, feare to at- 
tach him,r.Sam.16.ver(.14.he {ends preſemly like a 1. $am.16.14.17; 
foole for cMHuſiche to redeeme himſeife, verſc17. ſo 
dealt obſtinate Pharaoh alſo (and I would to God 
many of ys would not deale after the like fooliſh 
manner) 


| Exodus 7.33. 


AT,g.3, &c- 
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manner) when God threatned him with ſtrange 
miracles, hee to redeeme himſelfe fromthe ſting of 
conſcience, runnes to his Inchanters, Exod.7. 22. 
Wherefore ſecing this is the manner of the repro- 
bate to leaue God when he ſummons them, and to 
runne to their owne vanities ;let vs with the ele 
veſſell Paw, At.g.verl.3,4,5,6,18, obey Gods ſum- 
moning, and with him leauing all vanities and 
worldly credit, goe as he did vnto the Preachers of 
the word to be told what wee ſhall doe, and know- 
ing, endcuour by all meancs to dothe ſame : which 
the Lord of his infinite mercie grant for his 
Sons ſake,to whom with the holy Ghoſt 
be all honour and glorie now and 
eucrmore. Amen, 


9 
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Afterward they heard the woyce of the Lord God wal- 
king in the garden in the coele of the day, andihe 
man and his wife hid themſelues from the preſence 
of the Lord God amons the trees of the garden. 


EAErcin we ſcethat yntill the coole of 


FI the day, that is the cuening, God 
P {| expected their repentance, but 
FN they went away, and wandred 


fr==zead laſt verſe. The ancient writers ſay, 
It 


is not with ſheepe as with dogges and other crea- 
tures, who can finde their maſters when they haue 
loſt them, but vnleſſe their ſhepheards fetch them a- 
gaine,they will ſtill wander from place to place and 
neuer returne : ſo was it here with CAdamand Eue 
his wife,they fled from God to the figgeleaues, and 
from the figge leaues to the trees and thicket, and ſo 
vnlefle God had fetched them back,they would ne- 
uer haue returned. As therfore if {in raignein vs it is 


the diuels kingdome, Rom.6.12.10 our conſcience ron.s.r. 
is for God, and when this meſſenger ſcrues not the 


rurne, God then comes himſelfe : this is the third 
degree of mercie. The firſt is,thathe can be content 
to be reconciled ; the ſecond,that he vouchiafeth to 
ſend his meflengers ; butthat he commeth himſelfe 
this is a third degree. This is as S. Augnſtine ſaith, Vi- 


ſcera compaſcionis, The tender bowels of compalsion, 


C euen 
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Womb, 22.23. 


Jer.13.23,24. 


Exed.19.16, 
ACt.7.53. 
E4/.3.19, 
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euen 25 David being pacified concerning CAmmos, 
deſired to goe foorth vnto Abſalom himſclfe, 2.Sam. 
13.39-and therefore Elizabeth cried out, Luk.1, 43, 
Whence commeth this unto me, that the mother of my 
Lord (hould come unto me? Much more may weeſay, 
how is it that the Lord himſclfe commeth «© Wher- 
fore ſhame was /itor matutians, the morning Ser- 
geant, which could not ſeruerhe turne,now atlegth 
commeth /1for weſpertinus, the eucning Sergeant, 
the voyce of the Lord which maketh them to feare. 
Andthis voyceisthe latter raine {poken ofin Ier.3. 
verſ{.3.which, as the Prophet ſaith, Plal.2g.ver.5.7.8. 
breaketh the Cedars, diuideth the flames of fire, and ma- 
keth the wildernes ts tremble, Here wenote that both 
body and ſoule are arreſted by ſhame in the face, 
and fearc in the heart, Shame preuaileth with chil- 
dren, but in bondflaues feare muſt preuaile, which 
will rurnecuen brute beaſts,as Balzams Afſe,Nomb. 
22.23. And henceit is faid, that God louctha red 
Skarlet colour more than a pale. 
In this verſe now we are toconſider two things : 
firſt Gods part,and ſecondly mans part:and in Gods 
part foure circumſtances : firſt, that God came : ſe- 
condly the manner,walking: thirdly,the effec, they 
heard and hid themſclucs : fourthly the time,in the 
coole of the day, the cuening. And firſt how is God 
ſaid to come? whereas he 15,25 Teremze ſaith,chap. 23. 
verſ[.23.24.4 God alwaies at hand,and filleth both heauen 
and earth, Hillary and «Auſten ſay, that God neuer 
commeth wt eſ?,as he is,but v2 wult,as he will. So he 
appeared when the Law was giuen, in Ex0d.19.16. 
And itisfaid AQ.7.53. and Gal.3.19.that the Law 


Was 


PE DO OI I rn Is 


a I wv MC er. 
# 2 Fa 


, ewco-ailcls OB 


_————— ck 


oe 


- year +» Aa OS. 


fy 


Gods Mercy in delnering him. In 


was ordained by Angels.So likewiſe God appeared 
vnto 4brahams in the forme of Angels, Gen.18.2.ſ0 go... 
alſo vnto 7aakeb, Geneſ.32.1.and ſo they thinke that 6mne.32.r, 
Godappeared vnto them in ſomeviltble forme, O- 
thers thinke that it was nothing but the voyce of 
God, as in Deut.4. 12, which opinion wee may re- Pe:t.4.12- 
cciue, becauſe the Scripture is not contrarie vr.to it, 
Our inſtruction is y we can no where hide our {clues 
from Gods preſence, Pſal.139.7. and as God is faid ratrg.7, 
here to come,ſo in other p!2ccs he is ſaid to awake, 
Pſal.44.23.when he commecth to judgement, which P/al.44-23- 
though he for a time deferre, yet he will ſurely exe- 
cute itin the end.and ſer in o:dera!l our finnes, Pſal, Pim. 50.31. 
50.21. And, as itis in Pſa}.68. 21. Surely he will wound Iſalm.68.21. 
the head of his enemies, and the hairie pate of him that 
palketh inhis ſinnes. 

The ſecond circumſtance is the manner, he came 
walking : which manner of ſpeech is proper to Tud- 
ges,Prou.s. 20. and ſo Samel is ſaid to walke about prouert..20., 
end indze Iſracl,1.Sam.7.16.ſo that this ſignifieth the 1:44=.7.16. _ 
ſame with the former,to wit,his comming to iudge- 
ment, but two things more are here to be confide. 
red: firſt the manner, peaccably, not as a tempeſtu- 
ous whirlewinde,Prou.1.27.ncither as 74 with the prov. r.25, 
voyce of deltruction,r.King.16.verf.,7.but as Samuel, *.King.16.7- 
x.Sam.15.ver{.14.17.and as Chriſtcame tothe wo-, ,,,,..,. 
man of Samaria, Ioh.4.10.6c. Szcondly,the place, 74x 4 19. 
to wit, the garden + wherein the Epicures and pro- 
phane Atheiſts who ſay, or at leaſtwiſe thinke ( as 
taeir deedes ſhew)that Gods altogether in heauen, 
and beholdeth not the things which are done in 


eatth,may learne anew leſſon. For God compaſſeth 
C 2 the 


_ Pronu. $3.31. 
Reuelal,s, I, 


Mat,g.10,11. 


1.549.2.11. 
Fob 4416, 


Eſay.r8. 5. 


Reuelat. 6,10. 


2.Feter 3.4s 


feroſeatandem,very late,but yetatlength he cometh. 
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the earth,and his delite is with ihe children of men,Pro, 
8.31.and God walketh in the midſt of the Candle- 


ſtickes,thatis,tiis Churches. Yea Chriſt eateth with 


Publicanes and finners, Matth.g.10,11. 

Now tothe third circumſtance, whichis the po- 
werand cftc& of his comming, they heare him and 
are afraid,and hide themſetnes. They mightheare him 
come,and therefore heecame nor ſtealing on them 
as one that camcaltogether to ſtrike and execute iu- 
ſtice,bur ro ſhew mercicalſo. For as Auguſtine well 
ſaith, No man that meanes to ſtiike will aforchand 
ſay, haue at thee, now I will ſtrike thee, but comes 
priutlic and ſtealing as it were. Andin this voyce al- 
ſoſce further of Gods mercie; he might haue come 
with a terrible thundring voyce, and a voyce that 
might haue made their cares to tingle, as it is in the 
1.Sam.3.11, he deales not ſo, but hee comes with a 
ſoft milde voyce,as vnto 1ob in his 4.chapter;ver.16. 
ſo that in filenceas it were they heard a voyce. 

The fourth circumſtance is the time when God 
came, in the coole of the day, late. When the flower is fi- 
niſhed and the fruiteis riping in the flower, then hee ſhall 
cut downe the branches with hookes, and ſhall rake away 
and cut off the honzhes, Eſai,18.5. Here wee ſee God 
ſaies a great while before he commeth, ſo thatthe 
Saints cric in Reu.6,10.How lone, Lord,boly and true! 
decft thou not iudge and auenge our blood on them that 


awellon the earth? And the wicked make this waiting 


of God aſcandale,and ſay,2.Pet.3.4.Where is the pro- 
miſe of his comming? Wherfore God would haue this 
firſtiudgementto bea figne of his laſt iudgement : 


The 
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The firſt point tncrefore that wee haue heere 
eo obſcrue, is the certainety of Gods comming to 
indgement, Hee ſtaies but till the harueſt to burne 
the tares, Matth. 13.30. Tet a very little while, faith the Matth.x 3.30; 
Apoſtle, Hebr.10.37. and he that ſhal! come, will come, ,,, RR 
ana will not tarry. Yea when the meature of iniquitie 
is fulfilled, Reu.32.11. and the reſt of the Saints ful- Revet.a2. r1, 
filled that are to be killed, Reu.6.u. T hen behold faith Kevet6,xt. 
he, Reu.22.12.7come ſhortly : yea then ſo ſuddenly xexet.1s.12. 
willhe come, that the Scriptures ſay hee will come 
likea Thectein thenight. 1.Thefl.5.2. 6 2.Pet.3.19, yt er 
The ſecond point heere to be obſerucd,is the wil. Ts 
dome of God,that he commeth not when the boy- 
ling affeions of ſinne do ſtop the ſenſes, which is as 
it wcre the heate of the day ; but in the coole of the 
day, when the hcateof thoulc affections is allaid. So 
Abigail came to Nabal when the wine was gone out | 
of him.1.Sam. 25.37. For a ſinner is as ITerem. faith, 1.59».25.37, 
chap.2.24. Like a wild Aſſe vſed to the wilderneſſe, that 1-324: 
ſnuffeth <p the winde by occaſion at her pleaſure : who can 
znrne her backe ? all they that ſeek her will rot weary thems- 
ſelnes, but will find her in her moneth : that is, the time 
will come that ſhe will be great with foale, and en- 
forced tolye downe, and then ſhee will calily bee 
found. 
The third point is of Gods mercy.that he comes 
notto conſume them in their heate of finne, but in 
the coole of the day to refreſh them, For as the cold 
waters are 10 4 weary ſoule, (0s good newes from a f.rre 
country, as itisin Pro. 25.25, And thus albeit God Prov25.25- 
came to ſatishe his tuſtice,yet principally hc carne to 


bring them good tydings of their Sauiour and Ke- 
C3 decmer. 


Gene/. 3.1 ſ- 


A.2.18, 
Matth,1 1.23. 


' Exod.16.13, 


| Lenit.23.5. 


Levit. 26 26, 


Genc/ 3.10, 


_ 1.0yn2.19.12. 
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deemer,as it followeth in the 15. verſe of this chap. 
I will put enmity betweene thee and the woman, and be- 
tweene thy ſeed and her ſeed, he [hall breake thy head, and 
thou ſhalt bruiſe his heele,Seethe wonderfull mercy of 
God,thatin the execution of his iuſtice, hebringeth 
the good and ioytulltydings that Chriſt ſhould ſuf- 
fer, asSitisin Act.3.18. this is the refreſhing, this is 
the eaſe, whereof Chriſt ſpeaketh Mart. 11.28. Cowze 
unto meall ye that are weary and laden,ard / wil eaſe you, 
So inthe cuening the 2uailes and Anna came to 
refreſh the Iſraelites, Ex0d.16.13.S0 Chriſt likewiſe, 
who was ſignified in the Paſſeouer, was the euening 
ſacrifice:and ſo he appeared inthe end of the world, 
Hebr.9.26. And thus much for the firſt part of this 
verſe, wherein is ſet downe Gods part. 

Now to the ſecond part, which is mans part, 
wherein we ſee two things, firſt hey heard, and ſe- 
condly they hid themſelues from the preſence of God 4- 
monz# the trees of the garden. And forthe firſt point, 


as God firſt opened their eyes, and ſummonedthem 
by ſhame; ſo heere he opencth their cares alfo, and 


fummons them by fcare. Some writers thinke, that 
this which they heard was nothing elſe but awe, 4 
mouing ofthe leaues and boughes in the garden, as 
itis ſaid in Leuit.26.36. will ſend a faintnes into their 
hearis,ana the [3:ind af a leafe ſhaken ſhall chaſe them. Bat 


thatit was a voice it is manifeſt : for Adam ſaith in - 


the 10, verſe following, Iheard thy voice, and was 4- 
fra/4+, Andihelike voice wereade of in 1.King. 19. 
12. Secondly they were afraid + how comes it now tO 
Upxord they are now afraid ? they heard his voice 


cfore their fall, and were notafiaid : for they oy 
te 
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ted for God only, and their hope was in him, Pal. 2/«l.39.7. 
9.7. &as itis in Plal.23.3.they could by no meanes gpatw.23.3; 
Dave any euil!,yea they bad the cohidence ofa Lion, 
; Prou.28.1, [he voice therefore of God, is not now ©194.28.1, 
the ſame that it was detfore,it is now ina higher key: 
for God is di{plea{ed, and they are changed. They 
arenow become wicked,and therefore nothing but 
| feare,Prou.28.1 .andas it isin Luke 21.26. therr Alſo Prov28,r. 
faile them for feare, Heer we ſeethereward of ſinne, Love 31.26, 
how in the end that befals it, which itcan leaſt abide. 
So ſaith Salomon Prou.1o. 24. That which the wicked Prov.10.24. 
feareth ſhall comew/pon him, Pride abhorreth nothing 
ſo much as ſhune,and their pride, as we ſee, endeth 
with ſhame : preſumption can abide nothing leſle 
then feare, and heere it endeth with feare. Ando 
ryot (as the prouerb goeth)endeth with rags. Heere 
alſo may we behold the malice ofthe Diuc!], how he 
is not content to have them flie from God only.but 
now he would haue themto flie further, cuen into 
deſperation. What? faith he,you heare hou terrible 
his voice is, how will you abide his hand * away,hye 
yee hence into the thicket, heere is no abiding for 
you. Andthus dealthe with Sax, in 1. Sam. 28. 16, 1.5em.38.16, 
When he appeared like a ſubtill Serpent, as heis, in 
the forme of Samuel, Wherefore doeſt thou ase of mee, 
 ſeeins the Lord i gone fromthee,and is thine enemy? And 
this is the nature of finne, that itis nener without | 
feare and delpaire.T hewicked man faith !ob in his 15. 15).15.20.46, 
chaptcr,verſ.20. &c. is continually a5 one that trauay- 
leth with chi!1, a ſound of feare is in his cares, hee beelee- 
weth not to retarne out of darkeneſſe ec. And Eſey 57. 5/59.57.20.8. 


| 20.21.7 he wicked are like the raging (*4 that cani: ot veſt, 
: wh IG | 


m_— 


Geneſc4.14+ 


Geneſ.42.2I. 
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whoſe waters caſt vp mire and dirt : there uno peace, ſaith 
my God, to the wicked. So Kain fearedthat he ſhould 


beſlaine euery where, Gen. 4.14 : when there were 


no more men onearth to ſlay him but his owne fa- 
ther. And fo feared 7eſeph his brethren, Gen.q2.2r. 
The Philoſophers ſay,that whereas ſhzepe ſeldome 
bleate whiles they are ſhearing, the ſwine amongſt 
all other beaſts, if they be once handled, will neuer 


Þ, 


| ceaſe crying . and they yceld a reaſon hereof, be- 


2,Peter 2.22, 


P/a/m.16,11, 
Rencl,7.10, 
_ Plalm.z7.23, 
Pſalm. 18.2, 


Luke 24,30. 
Rexecl,6,15,16, 


 Pangg.7,06. 


cauſe they ſtill feare to be killed. Not without cauſe 
therefore doth the Apoſtle compare wicked men 
vnto {wine, 2.Pet.2. 22. As faith therefore quench- 
cth ſinne, ſo ſinne quencheth faith. And here may 
wee behold the blindnes, yea the madnes of finne : 
they flic firſt tothe figge-leaues,and from the figge- 
leaues, to the trees, into the thicker, and I know not 
where. And from whence would they flie? forſooth 
from the preſence of God: alas blind ſots, For in fly- 
ing from his preſence, they fled from the fulnes of 
toy,Pſal.16.11, from their ſaluation, Reu.7.10. from 
him who ſhould direc their paths, Pſal.37.23. and 
from their only refuge and fortreſle, Pſal.18.2. be- 
hold their blind madnes : yea at laſt they will ay ts 
the mountaines, Fall on Vs:and to the hils,Coner vs, Luk. 
23.30. Solikewiſe, Reu.6.15,16.they will ide then 


ſeluces m dennes, and among the rockes of the mountaines, 


and ſay to the mountaines and rockes, Fall on vs, and hide 
vs from the preſence of him that (itteth on the throne, Oh 
blind and wretched madnes : for here we ſee the 
impoſhbilitic of them both,either flying or hiding. 
The impoſlibiltie of flying from Gods preſence 
Danid ſheweth, Plal.139.7.&C. and the impoſibili- 
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tie of way the Prophet Amos declareth in his g. 4morg.1.oc. 


chaprer,verl.:.&c. WhereforeI may conclude with 


S. Auzufline, Non effectus latendi,ſed affettus latendi hic 
deſcribitur:Not the effeRt of hiding,but the affeQtion 


of hiding is here deſcribed. 


GaNESIS. 2.9, 


Bat the Lord God called to the man and ſaid unto him, 
Where art thou ? 


SHE whole courſe of Gods procee- 
(PX! dings in this his iudgement and 
FA) execution of iuſtice, is called by 
RS the ancient Fathers, Spectaculum 

£2 dinine 2ratie & humane cacitatis, 
= A ſpectacle of Gods mercie and 
mans blindneſſe. Our of which blindnefle as there 
ſprang ſhameand feare, ſo heres deſcribed another 
branch ſpringing from the ſame roote of blindneſſe, 
which is a deſire to hide themſclues,; whereby the 
place, which was before theirſanRuarie and reſting 
place, is now become their gaoleand priſon. Euen 
as the ſtrength of Pharaoh, wherein the Iewes tru- 


ſed, became their ſhame,and their truſt in the ſha- 


dow of Egypttheir confuſion,Efay 30.3.andas their z/az0.;. 


ambitious pride ended with ſhame, and their pre- 
ſumption with feare(as wee hauealreadie ſeene) ſo 


now wee ſee, how their hypoctiſie and cloaking of 
D them» 
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themſclues is now diſcouered and made manifeſt; 


which of all things hypocriſte cannot away withall, 
For there s nothing conered that ſhall not be diſcloſed, 


2taith.10.26, nor hid that ſhall not be knowne, Matth.10.26. See how 


God found out wicked. Achan with his cloſe and 


19.7.20,4,22 hidden bootie, Ioſh.7.20, 21, 22. T he backbiter ſhall 


P/al.140.11:; 


 Efayz.1,42, ver vs in our hypocriſie,as itis in Efay 2.11,12,8c. If 


Co 


Eſay 6.10. 
Toba 12.40. 


Gene/.16.7. 


1.Thcf.4.-16, 


not be eſtabliſhed vpon the earth: enill ſhall hunt the cyuel 
man 10 deſtruction faith the Prophet,Pſal.140.11.and 
though wee bee here ſometimes cancealed,and by 
worldly might deliuer our ſclucs.here, yetall this 1s 
but for a greater condemnation ; and at the iudee- 
ment day wee muſt all be made manifeſt ; and then 
no gold nor ({iluer, no tower norſtrong wall, no fig- 
leaues nor thicket, no not the very Cedars of Leba- 
non, nor all the oakes of Bafhan ſhall be able to co- 


they had beleened theſe things, would they haue 
ſought to hide themſclues 7 but they belecued nor 
and why ? the reaſon is ſet downe in Eſay 6.10, and 
in TIoh.12.40, becauſe their eyes were blinded, and 
their hearts hardened. But this their hypocrifie and 


deſire of hiding is here diſcoucred by this citation, 


which the Fathers call the voyce of the Archangell 
inthe perſon of God,as it isin Gen.16.7.where the 
Angell ofthe Lord found out Hazar,as ſhe was fly- 
ing trom her dame Sarah:and ſo likewiſe in 1.Theſl, 
4.verſ.16,where Pau/ſaith,T he Lird ſha! deſcend from 
heanea with a ſhoute, and with the voyce of the Archan- 


gell,8&c. In this verſe therefore wee are to conſider 


two things : firſt the voyce, and ſecondly the te- 
nure thereof, Inthe handling wherof;as we ſee here 


mercie before judgement, as it is alſo expreſſed by 
the 
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the Prophetin Pſal.ror. 1. wherehe faith, 7 will ſang Pſaln.1o:, r, | 
mercy and indement, where mercy is {ct before iudge- wa 
ment : ſo wilt Ilikewiſe hold the ſame courſe; and 
firſt intreate of mercy. Wherefore in that God heere 
cals,2nd ſpeaketh vnto them himlelfe,this is the fifth 
degree of his mercy. The firſt was in that he opened 
their eyes, the ſecond, in thathe made them aſha- 
med, the third, in that hee madethem to feare, the 
fourth, in that he came himſelfe, and in that he now 
calleth ynto them I'doubt not to make this the fifth, 
Wherein we ſee Gods great mercy, how hee neuer 
leaues them, but when the foure former warnings 
and ſummonings would not ſeruetheturne,henow 
vouchſaferh to ſpcake and call vnto them himlelte, 
Andas herein we ſee Gods great mercy,{o on the 0- 
ther ſide, we may behold their extreame blindneſle 
and ingratitude,who,albeit cach of theſe foure for- 
merſummonings wasa ſufficient occaſion to make 
them turneto God, yet ſtill lie from him. Butalbe- 
1t they like vagrateful wrerches, deſpiſe Gods good- 
nes,& flie moſt ſwiftly fro him, as itis moſt liucly cx- 
preſſed in Eſay 30.15, 16. yetas itisthere ſaid, hethat ,, 


followeth th? u fwifter, And as God of his mercy, here 


{eds forth his voice,ſothey with Shimei ſhould haue 
returned confeſling their ſtns, and ſaying, Let not our 
Lord impute witkedues unto vs, nor remember the thing 
that thy ſernant did wickedly & c.2.Sam.19.19, And as 2.Sar.rg.r 9, 
the puniſhments of God, / Imeane his meſſengers 
wherwith he ſummoned them torcturnevnto him) 
cuer purſued them,and when the opening of their 
eyes and ſhame would notpreuaile,now the feare of 


his preſence & horror ofhis voice ſeaze vpon them: 
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ſo they ought to haue returned to God, and haue 

terem.15.18, ſaid withthe Prophet Ier.15.18. Why is my heanines 
continual? and myplague deſperate and cannot be healed? 
butheere is verified in them that which the Prophet 

Amos 4.11, Amos ſaith in his 4.chapter, verſe 11. yee were as a fire- 
brand pluckt out of the burning,yet haue yee not returned 

wvnto me ſaith the Lord, Yer behold furtherthe mercy 

of God, that he doth not only ſend forth his voice 

| asbefore, but now heere is a new voice, adiſtint 

| voice,and heere God calleth vnto them once and a- 
1.S«m.3.4.6, gainc, as he did to Samuel, r.Sam.3.4,6. heere is the 
Luke 13.34 feruent loue whereof Chriſt ſpeaketh, Luk.13.34. 0 
Jeruſalem, Teruſalem, how often would I haue gathered thy 

children together, as the hen gathereth her brood under 

her wings, and yee would not. And therefore the Pro- 

Pſatm.139.37. phet Dauid faith, Plalm. 139. 17. How deare are thy 
thoughts unto me O God, how great is the ſumme of the? 

Now totheſecond point, which is the tenure of 

this voice and calling : which is as S. TAngufine 

faith, vox non tgnorantis, ſed increpantis,at leniter: not 

the voice of one that is ignorant, but the voice of a reproo- 

wer yet gently and mildly. And asancient writers ſay, 1t 

is vox 19 aquilzad predamwolantis, ſed galline clocitan- 

tis: the voice not of an eagle flying 10 her praye, but of 4 

hen clocking, Wherefore Gods calling vnto them 

2.$49,36.7. hecre, is not like Shermer his call in the 2.Sam.16.7. 
come forth thou murtherer and wicked man : but hee 

comes with v6 es,where art thon ? as if he ſhould ſay, 

come Adam,come, & returne to methy only help, I 

would haue thee to ſee into what a miſerable blind- 

nes and wretchednes thou art fallen. So that as A#- 

gof/tine well ſaith,this is rather inuit«tio then citatio,an 

inuiting 
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inuiting rather then acitation. Whercin we ſee both 
an exprobation, and a memorandum, or a caueat. 
His vpbraying is thus, 7 {ft thee ſaith God js ſecurity, 

and how art thow now ſo troubled ? 1 left thee in perfett * 
confidence,and how art thou now ſo aſhamed and afraid ? 

1 lefie thee Lord oner all my creatures, and how art thou 

now become 4s 4 bondſlane and captine ? Whereby wee 

perceiue that their alteration is not deloco ſed de ſtaty, 

not in reſpec of place, butin reſpect of their eſtate. 

So that when weeflie from God once, our eſtate is 
altered,and wecan findnoreſtatall; euen as Hear 
whenſhee fled from her dame Sarah, Geneſ. 16.6,7. 6en.16.6,7. 
and when ſhe went away from Abraham,could find 

noreſt, but in anguiſhes and vexations wandered 

vp and downein the wilderneſſe, Gen.21. 14,15,16, 5902114, 
And thereforeitis ſaidin Gen.g.16. that when Catz Geneſ 4 ”—_ 
went out of the preſence of God, hee dwelt inthe 

land of Ned, which word Nodin the Hebrew tongue 

ſignifieth a moving and wandering toand fro: in 

regard whereof in the 12. verſe going before, God Gezeſ 4.12. 
ſaid,he ſhould bea vagabond anda runnagate inthe 

earth. So that without God we ſce there isno reſt at 

all : and in this reſpe&t CAngnſtine ſaith that God is 

our centre in whom wee reſt firmely ; whereas the 

wicked are in the circumference euer mouing and 
wandering,as to this ſenſethe Fathers apply the laſt 

verſe of the 12. Pſalme, where it is ſaid that the wic- 2/47-12.8. 
ked walke on euery ſide. Now inthe caucat (which 

I before noted) as alſo in the exprobration, we may 

ſee how God dealeth not roughly with them, but 
mercifully inuiteth them to repentance : as it is in 

Reu.z.5. Remember faith he, from whence thou art fal- Revel.a,y, 
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lea and repent :andasitis in Cant.4.8, Core with we 
' from Lebanon my Spouſe, enen with me ſrom Lebanos : 
 asalſoin Cant.6.12. Retwrne, retarne, O Shulamite re- 
Barre. 

As we haue ſpokenof Mcrcy, ſonow wee muſt 
comero Iudgement, which iFnoinuiting torepen- 
tance will preuaile, will ſure come againſt vs, as it 
Rewz.5,16,22. 15 IN REN, 2, Verlc 5,16, and 22. and as wee plainly 
Likerg.rs, fee heere alſo. But yeras in Luke 19. verle 15. &c, 
 &*%, Godcalled his ſeruants to account and dealt moſt 

mercitully with them, ſo deales God likewiſe here. 

Wherein wee may behold the wretched vilanie of 

man, who hath made patrem amantem indicens con- 
demmantem,alouing father to becomea codemning 

Indge. In whoſe iudgement we arc firſt to marke, 

that God dealeth not as thoſe who will heare no 

ralke,nor abide noanſ{were : for that is iniuſtice,and 

At.261. Aerippalitting in iudgement, At.26.ver.1.ſaid vnto 
Paul, T hou art permitted to ſpeake for thy ſelfe : yea Pi. 

John 19.9,10. late himfelte condemning Chriſt, Ioh. 19.9, to. faid 
vnto him,/herce art thoa? yea and afterwards vrged 

him as it wereto an{were for himſelfe, ſaying, Spea- 

keſt thou n0t Unto me ? Wherctore I ſay, God is not as 

one that will heare no talke, but hee comes to Adam, 

as wee ſce with this, /6: es, Whereartthou ? calleth 

vpon him, and bids himto anſwereand ſpeake tor 

himſcite, before he would proccede in iudgement 

againſt him : and whereſoeuer this /# es,where art 

thou gocsnot before judgement,there is intuſtice, 

Heere therfore we ſee a platforme of vpright iudge- 
ment forall to follow. In the 7. verſe of this chap- 
ter is the proceſle, inthe 8.veric the attachment, in 


Cant.4.s, 


Cant,6.13, 


the 


| 
; 
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the 9.God examineth,inthe 10. Ade: anfwereth,in 

the 11, God makes his triall, inthe r2.he confeſſeth- 

and in the r7.followeth his judgement. Here God' 

needed not to vie theſe proceedings, for Adam at 

the firſt condemned himlclfe by his thame, his feare, 

his flighr;and his hiding : but God thus proceeded 

for our inſtruction, both in cach mans particular cen- 

ſure and in publike tadgement, that it may betfarre 

from vs to ſlay the righteous with the wicked, and that 

the righteous ſhould be enen as the wicked, Gen.18,25, Gmeſ.18. 25. 

T ake heede what ye ave ((aith Iehoſhaphat to the Iud- 
es,2.Chro.19.6.) for ye execute not the indzements of 1.Chron.xg.s, 

1141 but of the Lord, and hewill be with you im the cauſe 

and indzement. And therefore the Wiſe man faith, 

Sarcly it 15 not 200d 10 condemne the inft,vor that the Prin. 

ces ſhould ſmite ſuch for equitie,Pro.17.26.and he ſhew- prov,17,26. 

etha reaſon in the 15.verſe before, He that iuitifieth 7194.17.15. 

thewicked (ſaith he) and he that condemneth the inſt, 

enen they both are abomination tothe Lord, This ind ge- 

ment therefore of God is to teach vs redZeinicare, to 

iudge vprightly, but God himlelfein thelaſt tudge- 

ment will oueriudge all wrong iudgements, and 

condemnethe Iudgesthereof.But here ſecmes a de- 

feiue courſe of iudgement : for here are none but 

the Iudge and defendant,contrary to that in Act.25. Ad.z;.7. 

ver{.7, where there ſtoode vp accuſers againſt Paul. 

And ſolikewiſe when Chriſt was condemned,there 

were many accuſers and falſe witneſſes againſt him, 

Mark. 24.ver.56,57. Ianſwere,thatalbeitthere wan- Aarke 14, 

ted here an accuſer perſonall, yet there was a reall 5%57- 

accuſer: for his flightargued feare, and fearea guil- 


. tie conſcience, and a guiltie conſcience argued re- 


bellion 
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o 
; ' - - > 
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 Poſh.7.0.0c, 


Geng. y.&c. 


Gen. 42.9. &c, 
Mum y.14.6c. 


Pron.30,18, 


2.Chron.19-7. 


2.54.16.6, 
7,8. 
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bellion againſt God:and by this reallaccuſer, which 
is in ſtead ofa thouſand witneſles, hee is juſtly con- 
demned. As in all iudgements alſo of the world,ac- 
cording to this iuſtice of God, the partie vpon his 
owne conteſſion and manifeſt preſumprions is iuſt- 
ly condemned,although there bec no outward ſug- 
geſter or accuſer. Thus was Achan condemned, Toſh, 
7.ver{.20.&c, vpon his owne confeſhon and manij- 
feſt preſumption. So vpon manifeſt preſumption 
was Cain condemned,Gen.g.verl.5.&c. Fitſt, there 
was Cains wrath and hatred againſt his brother : ſe- 
condly, ALbels blood was found, and then Cain was 
fled andnotto be found. So lrſephallo, becauſe his 
brethren came together being tenne luſtie men, v 
on preſumption that they were ſpies, proceeded in 
iuſtice to haue them to purge themſelues, Gen.42. 
verſ.9.8&c. And ſoin Numb.s.verſ.14.8c, thehuſ: 
band vpon icalouſic might cauſe his wife to purge 
her ſelfe, whether ſhe were defiled or not defiled. 
Much more therefore for the icalouſte of the Com. 
mon wealth may any ſuſpeed man be iuſtly driuen 
to purge himſelfe. By all which teſtimonies as wee 
ſee Gods iuſtice approoued,albeitthere was no per- 
ſonall accuſer : yet in that God condemneth not 
withouta reallaccuſeranda manifeſt reall euidence, 
we mult learne this inſtruction, that wee be not raſh 
and haſtie in condemning: but that we eſtabliſh our 
thoughts by counſell, as 1t is in Prou.20. 18. and as 
lehsſhaphatſaith,2.Chro.19.7.tirſt zake heed, and then 
doe it, The want of this inſtruction made $himer to 
curſe Dauid,2.Sam.16.verſ.6.7.8. butas he was raſh 
iniudging anotacr,lo in the z.King.2.ver,44.46, he 
wanted 
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wantcd nothis ownecondemnation,for Salomon by 
Dauids commandement cauſed him to be ſlaine tor 
it, So Daridraſhly cauſed Priah to be tlaine, 2.Sam, 2.Sam.cr, 15, 
t1.yerſ{.15, but the ſword neuer departed from his = 
houſe for the fame, as the Prophet told him in the 
next chapter, verl.1o. And finally for want of this ..5:.:2.c0. 
in?ruion, the Barbarians raſhly condemned Paul 
fora murtherer, At.24.verl.4, albeit they afterivard _49.:4.4. 
changed their mindes, But on the contrerie wee ſee 
Gods judgement here notto procecd without great 
heede and manifeſt proofe and cuidence, as it is in 
Tob.7.51. Andtheretore in the Prophet Amos,2.1;, 9 4.09 
Godin iudgement and in comming to execute iv- 7 
ſtice,is compared to a cart preſſed,that is fall of ſheaues: 
which as wee know gocth very ſoftly. And to this 
purpoſe it is commanded in Leuit.14. 38. &c, that Lew r4.48, 
leprofie ſhould not be indged withoutreſpite of ſe- 
uen daies. And fo to conclude this point, vnleſſe 
there be this Ybies, Where art thou 7 before judge- 
ment, vnleſſe there bee firſt a hearing of the defen- 
dant, an examination and a triall, it is iniuſticeto 
condemne.and contrarie to Gods tudgement. And 


_ thus much for therenure of the voyce. 
Now in that God calleth hereto the man alone, 


and dcales with him firſt; this teacheth vs thatthe 

man isthe head of his wife and familie,and therfore 

heeis not onely to obſerue Gods commandements 
himſelfe,but to ſee that they obſeruethem allo. And 
therefore God ſaith of Abraham, Gen.18. 19, / know g,,,7iv.yg, 
him that he will command his ſonnes and his houſhold of- 

ter him,that they keepe the way of the Lord,8&c. There- 


fore 19ſhaafaith in his laſt chapter, ver(. 15.1 and mrne 7oſh.14.rs, 
E houſe 
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houſe will ſerue the Lord, And therefore Dauid faith, 


Pſal.r01-6,7. Pſal.z01.verl.6.7, ine yes ſhall be unto the faithful 


\ 


Alicha,6.z. 


Efay 1.18, 


of the land, that they may divell with me, he that watkeh 
mn a perfect wy, he (ball ſerae me : there ſhall ro deceit cal 
perſon dwel within my houſe, Ec. And now bcho!d 
the wretched {tate of 44am, that he is fo farre from 
anſwering for his wife, that he isnotable toanſwere 
for kimſ{clfe,and therefore hee is afraide and runnes 
from God : but as I ſaid firſt, God of his mercie re- 
callcs him,and youchſateth rorcaſon the cauſe with 
him: as he ſatin in Michah 6.2, 9 my people what hare 
I denewnio thee ? or wherem haue I grized thee ? teſlifie 
azain# me. And as alloin Elay 1.18. Comenow and let 
ws reaſon together,ſaith the Lord:though yeur ſinnes were 
as crimſon, they ſhall be made white as ſnew : thongh they 


were yed as skariet, they ſhall be as wool. Andiuch is 


Gods mercie here; fo that.as Iſaid betore,the whole 
drift and purpoſe of this his calling, is rathcr an inui- 
ting to hauethem to come and taſte of the ſweet- 
nes of his mercie,than a citation to judgement, 
And hereI conclude. Next folioweth A- 
dams anſwer,theexamination wher- 
of I reterre to the next time. 


Gr n, 


4 
| 
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V2 rev 4 
DIDISEISISTONS: 


GENESIS 3. IO. 


Who ſaid, I heard thy voice in the Garden, and was 4- 
mY becauſe I was naked, therefore I hid wy felfe, 


S on in the former verſe God called 
;, vnto Adam, bidding him to ipcake 
'' and anſwere for himſclte,ſo here is 
EY £ hisanſivere: but as hee was ſti]! {t- 
A ; v? lent, before God vrged him as it 
y N Spree: were to ſpeak, ſo it had been better 
that hehad ſtil continued in flence, vnlefle he could 
haue madea better anſwere then this. Wherein we 
may ſee,that as he by his {inne turned all the former 
mercies of Godinto curſi ngs,to wit, the opening of 
his eyes, the ſending of the two Sergeaats ſhame, 


and feare,and then Gods owne comming: & made 
all theſe occaſions to flie from God,whereas each of 
theſe was ſufficient to canſe him to returne to God : 

ſo heere, whereas he ſhould humbly haue confeſſed 
his fault, and defired parooy heexcuſcth himlelfe, 

and accuſeth God. Gr «7:1 y{aitn, to keep 1 flencemay 
be of feare, but to make an apologic of (in, thatis vi- 
lany. Inthis verſe therefore, Aim victh a quiz and 
an erzo, he glues 1 reaſons of | 'S{himeand tear, and 
ſo makes his conſequent and c: nelaſ on. Wheteia 
we lcethattohis vt treroſl power, ae diſappotnteth 
God of his counccll and Purp: Mſcin comming vnto 
him;wnhich isto ſhew mcrcy. For before mercy muſt 


o0 ſorrow and confetſion. as it is in Leuii.5.5 JVren Leait.s.y, 


E 2 Le 


Num. Ce 7o 


Pro::33.13. 


Pal. 2.4%. 


1.748 1.9; | 
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he: vath ſinnedin any of theſe things, then he ſhall c:n feſſe 
14! ke hath ſinacd therein. So in Num.g.7. Then they 


ſnallconfejſe heir ſinne, And thertore it isfaid in Prou. 


2 3. 13. Hc that hideth hu (innes ſhall not proſper : but bee 
[1.42 os feiſeth and fe rſaketh theme ſhall hane mercy. Thict- 
fore alſo Darid (aith in Pla). 32-5T hen [ acknowledzed 
my ſin Vito thee, neither hid I mintiniquity:for / thou; 2ht 
1 will 7 confe; elſe a7ainſt my ſelf,zny wickednes vnto the L: rd, 
and thou for 2aneſl the puniſhment of my [inne. And final- 


ly S.lghn ſaith in his art Epiſtle, 1.chapter,verſe g.1f 


we acknowledge onr ſo nes, Jes fan full and inſt to for- 
giite vs our ſinnes 66, W hereforeto this intent God 
vicd the former ſpeech,that he might cauſe Adam to 
acknowledge his finne, andto turne vnto him, that 


he might ſhew mercy ypon him and heale him. But 


Joo 33-14, 29. 


heere Adv» will haue rather advocatursthen medi- 
eam,anaduocatro plead for him,thena phyfition to 
heale him. And heere ts the diuels arte, to tcl] him, 
andto make him beleeue, that his medicine is poy- 
{on : oh lates he, ſtand to it and neuer confeſlc, for 
it you once confeſle, you know indgcment takes 
hold on you, 1nd you { ec alrcady how terrible hes, 

And therefore Adam here infteed of :waizz as the 
Grecians ſay,bringeth 224, in ſtced of confeſſion 
he bringethan apologic, calily following the diue!s 
ſuogeſtions. And this now in Ad:m is ſomuch the 
worſe,becauſe he ſaw twiſe already (firſt by his 6- 
leaucs, and then by his hiding) that this courſe hath 
no 900d iflue, and that no defence can {erue the 
turne.Butheereis verified in Ad:mthat which is ſaid 
in Iod 33. 14. that God ſpeaketh once or twiſe, yea 


and worketh (as jt is in ver{.29.) twiſe or thriſe with a 


24n, 
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man,andone (eethitnot. Andheereas itisin Iob 31. 74 g1.17. 

27. Adams heart did flatter him in ſecret, and his © 

month kiſſed his hand; and ſo obſtiaaccly detcnderh 

himſelte, Whereforc, this verſe is wholy an apvlo- 

pie: wherein we areto marke two things, firlt the 

maner of his ſtile,thatitis not explicate as Abrahams 

wasin Gen.18.9. andſecondly that heere is no an- Geny.18.s. 

ſivereto the purpoſe, butas it were along preamble, 

and fo flides away from his anſwere. For this is 

no anſ{wereto the queſtion, where art thou ? to ſay, I 

w4s afraid,or,l was naked, But here he excuſeth him- 

ſcIfe, as if he ſhould ſay,being naked it were no ciui- 

litie toappeare before God. His filence inthathee 

would not ſpcak and confeile before, when his eyes 

were opened,,when ſhame and feare arreſted him, 

when God himſelfe came his ſilence Ifay was ill, 

but his ſpeech was ten times worſe. For his intent 

heercin, if it be well fcandled,is plaine blaſphemie, 

whether you {candle it forward or backward. If for- 

ward.it is thus; your voice (faith he) was the cauſe 

of my flying,bccauleit was foterribleand fo dread- 

full,and ſo my nakednes was the cauſc of my hiding, 

becauſe it was a ſhamefullthing : if backward, it is 

thus; itistruc, faith he,[fled,butit was becauſe your 

voice was {o tcrrible,and therefore, it you blame me 

for fiying, you mult blame your ſelte tor ſpeaking : 

and (o I hid my {clfe, but it was becauſe of my na- 

kednes,andtherfore it there be any fault, it is in you, 

becauſe you created me naked. Theſe are horrible 

crimes.and intollerable blaſphemies , which make 

the Prophet cry, Eſay 45.9. Woe be unto hin that ftri- x[:9 45.9. 

weth with his maker, the potſherd with the potſherdes of | 
E 3 the 


- 


, 
- 


. Rom,g.20, 


FJarem, 18.6, 


Job 3 313» 


Act.uu.7, OG 


E/ay 66.5, 
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the earth : ſhall the clay ſay to him that facioneth it, what 
makeſt theu ? or thy worke, it hath no bands? and this 
made the Apoſtle to cry, Rom. 9.20. 0 manwho art 
thou which pleadeſt againſt God? &c. And thereforein 
lcr.18.6. after God had ſent 1ereiah to the potters 
houſe, to {ce how of the lameclay hee made diuers 
veſlels : 0 1ſrael cannot 1 do wnh you, as this potter, ſaith 
the Lird? ec. Wheretore to conclude this point, 
God is not thus to be ſtriucd againſt; foras it isin 

Iob 33.13. he doth not giue account of all his matters, 
Now in this an{were we may ce the diuels ſophi- 
ſtrie,as inthe 12.yerſe followeth his rhetoricke : for 
hcre he alleageth nox canſam pro cauſa,thattor a cauſe 
which was not the cauſe. Wherefore we wiil now 
examine his reaſons: rhe firſt is the hearing of Gods 
voyce, and the ſecond his nakednes. For the firſt, 
thathe heard the voyce of God, it is true,and that he 
was afraide, it is true alſo : but neither of theſe doth 
God finde fault withall. For the Fathers ſay,that the 
firſt degree to repentance is to heare the voyce of 
God.andthe ſecond is to heare the ſame with feare. 
And therefore it is ſaid in AR.22.7, that Pl inthe 
beginning of his repentance heard tne voyce of 
God,whereas the other that were with him faw in- 
deede alight and were afraid, butthey heard notthe 
voyce; and therefore,as the text there ſheweth,that 
they hearing not the yoyce were farre from repen- 
trance: ſothey that care not to heare Gods word,are 
farre from repentance, whatſocucr they pretend. 
And as welſce it good to heare Gods voice,fo is it al- 
ſo tohcareand feare: and therefore it 1s ſaid in E- 
lay 66.5,Hearethe word ef the Lord all ye that _ 
| | Vis 


| 
| 
. 
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his word, Wherefore we ſee that Adam feared not 
only becauſ: he heard Gods voyce, for God tindes 
not faule with that ; but there is another matter in it, 
Here thercfore is the queition, not whether hee fea- 
red Gods voyce or no, but why lice fvarcth it, and 
how it commeth to paſle that he now faith, 19474 
& timui, Theard and was atraide, Vas tlic taulr in 
Gods voyce,as he would haucitto be 7 Surely no : 
for he heard Gods voyce before at the bringing of 
the creatures before him,and at His mariage. and he 
was not afraid : wherefore we ſec plainly the cauſe 
not to be in Gods voyce, but in his oivne finnein 
tranſgreſſing the commandement,and ia cating the 
forbidden fruire. 

Now to his ſecond reaſon, which is his nakednes. 
The ſame that wealleaged againſt the former,ſtands 
alſo againſt this. For hee was naked before and was 
not Ma Ger 2.3 But1f wee orant this reaſon, Gencſ.2.25. 
that hee feared Gods preſencebecauſe of his naked- 
nes,then if he had had good apparell or armour, he- 
like hee had not feared: and fo by this reaſon the 


Campe of the Syrians hauing armour ſhould not 


haue fled through feare of the noiſe which God ſent 

amoneſt chem : but wee ſcethe contrarie inthe ſec- 

cond of Kings, chap7. verſ.6, Wherefore Adam :.k ng 7.6. 
necded not to feare Gods preſence becaule of his 

nakednes ; for God feeth not as man ſeeth, as it is in the 
1.Sam.16.7. and he accepted 7ob more in his dung- 1-ari6.7. 
hill, than Hered in all his brauerie; and Zazazns in 

his beggerly rags did hee accept morethan D-nes in 
all his purple and fine linnen, Luk. 18.19,%c.,Yea God Lkitng. oa 


created Adm naked,and theretore he likes his na- 
kednes 


= þ wy 
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kednes very well: ſo that nakednes was fo farre from 

being a blemiſh vnto him, that it was a beautie vnto 

him,cuen as itisto the SUunncand to the Stars, This 

reaſon therefore goes not high enough ; for as the 

queſtion before was, why hee was atraide at Gods 

voyce, ſo now the queſtion is, why hee was now a- 

ſhamed at his nakednes. You lecthe cauſe notto be 

his nakednes,burthis finne. Here therefore wee ſee 

how the naturall man goes no further than to the 

outward ſight and outward ſenſe : cuen as Tamar 

>Sem.13.13, 11 2.54M.13. 13, could goe no further than tothe 

diſgrace and ſhame of the world inreliſting her bro. 

2.#122.11.6. thers wicked motion. And ſo Darid in 2.Sam.11.6. 

«a &c. was afraide of Yriah, and of the ſhame of the 

world, but no feare of God could touch him to re- 

| pent, before God ſent his Prophet Nathan to re- 

Y. prouc him. And thereforc he cricth out in the bir- 

” Pſalm.st.4 terncs of his heart vnto God in Pſal.51. 4. «Acain#t 

| thee, againſt thee alone haue 1 offended. Repentance 

therefore muſt bee not in reſpeR of any loſe or hin- | 

drance by ſinne, forſo the wicked gouernours who | 
44.16.35- impriſoned Paul, AR.16.35,repented ;and ſo dathe 

wicked repent : but in reſpect of the finfull fatand 

Gods diſpleaſure,for ſo you ſec Danidrepented,and 


Libro ſo docall the godly repent. Wherefore to conclude 
theſe ſophiſticall and falſe reaſons of Adam, wee ſee ? 
, _ the true reaſon of his feare and hiding is becauſe he 


ſinned and tranſ{grefſed Gods commandement.For 

feareis a ſparkle of finne, ſo is his hiding, and ſo is 

--- * _ nowhisnakednes. And thus much for the reaſons. 
Now to his ergo and concluſion, which 1s, there- 

fore 1 hid my ſelſe; Ah wicked conſequence Z; _ 

ould 


— 
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ſhould haue ſaid, Therefore I turne to thee O God. 
my ſhield and ſaluation, ypon thee O Lord doeT 
call; andas I haue heard thy wonderfull voyce and 
feared, ſo I beſeech thee heare my humble voyce 
and deliver mee from my feare, Thus did 14akob in 
his feare, Gen. 32.11. and this ſhould haue been his 
erzoand his conſequence, toturne to God confeſ- 
ſing his ſinnes:this{L fay is the right conſequence. 


HHS 


Ganns1s. 2.12. 


T hen the man ſaia, T he woman which thou ganeſ} to 
be with me, ſhe gaue me of the tree, and 1 did cate. 


FA . *—y| mouth God ſocffectually conclu- 
F581 dedagainſt him, that his fin could 
\ $88} now no longer be denied. For A- 
> dam by his confeſhon knew that 


TA 


diſcourſe, and ſheweth that hee thinkes this contel- 
ſion to be as worthie of pardon as his former apolo- 
gie, In which confeſſion if firſt he had dealt willin I 

pls F y 


_—,, 
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.cor.9.17. ly, as it iSin 1.Cor.g.17.or not grudgingly and of 
2.cor.g.7. neceſſitic, as it is in 2.Cor.g. 7.andſecondly if this 

Pſum.g1.z, Confeſſion bad been humble,as was Danias,Plal.51. 
verſ.1. Haue mercie von me O Lord,according to thy lo. 

Lake 18,13. ning kindnes,&c: or as the Publicancs wasin Luk.18, 
ver{.:13,vho wou!dnotlift vp ſo much as his eyes to 
heaucn,but {more his breaſt, ſaying, 0 God be merct- 

full to me a ſinner : ſurcly then God would in mercie 

haue pardoned him.Buthercisa maimed anda per- 

uerſe confeſſion, here is neither Danids miſerere, nor 

the Publicanes ſmiting of his breaſt, bur, as itis in 

Maleer.4.ro, Mal.1.8.here he oftercth the blind and the lame for 
| ſacrifice : and tk is is,as followeth in verl. 10,to kindle 
fire on God's altar in vaine, and in thoſe that doe fo, 7 

haze no pleaſure,{:ith the Lord of hoſes, neither wi'l 1 ac- 

cept an offcring at your hand. Wherefore as it was a 

great while ere Adam would be brought to any con- 

fcſfion, euen as it was long before T homas the A- 

Feba0.25, 28. poſtle would belecue Chriſt to beriſen, Toh.20,25: 
ſo if this confeſſion had bin as plaine and ſincere as 
T homas his was.,it had been well. I would thercfore 

_ that as Thomas confeſſed in bricfe and plaine man- 

ner, Thou art my Lord and my God, asitisin ver{.28, 

even ſoI would Adamhad faid no more, but only I 

did cate:but here is along diſcourſe before,ſhadow- 

ing his ſault and ſpoyling all. He had once thus be- 

fore offended in his apologie, wherein hee held out 

as long at defenceas poſſibly he could,to ſhew him- 

ſelfea ſtout ſcholler of his maſter at fencethe diuel!: 

but being ableto hold plea there no longer, he now 

runnes here to his excuſe, which is euenas bad as his 


former 
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former defence. For as that conſiſted of two vile 
parts,cuen ſo doth this : the firſt, where he ſaith,7he 
woman gaue me ofthe tree and the ſecond, in that hee 
ſaith,7 he woman which thou gaueſt to bewith me, Here 
therefore wee ſee thetwo eldeſt daughters of finne; 
the firſt was ambition before their fall,to couet to be 
better than God made them : the ſecond is hypo- 
criſieafter their fall, which, as Auer ſaith, is worſe 
than pride, becaule there is #7 timore tumor, in feare 
a ſwelling. And this hypocriſte as in their other 
members it was of two ſorts, either a coucringas the 
figgeleaues, or a ſheltas the thicket : ſo herein 4- 
dams tongueal(o it is of two ſorts,firſt to detend,and 
ſecondly to excuſe. So thatas Bernard (aid, firſt hee 
ſtood to the deniall, being there conuinced hee de- 
fends it,and being driuen from thencealſo, he ſaith, 
Malefeci,ſed non multym malefeci,T haue offended,bur 
not much, And this is a peece of the diuels ſophi- 
ſtric, 4 r0t0 adpartes, as the ſchoolemen terme ir, to 
defend it in part when he cannotin whole. Where- 
as 0n the contrarie good men will aſcribe the fault 
to themſelues, though it be in others, cuen as Dauid 
did,r1.Sam.22,vcr.22.ſaying,1 am the cauſe of the death 1.5am,z2.12. 
of all the perſons of thy fathers houſe, whereas Saul; cru- 

ell ryrannie was the cauſe. Wherefore, as the Pro- 

uerbe ſaith, Diſimnlata ſanttitas eft duplex iniquitas, 

Diſſembled ſanRitie is double iniquitie; ſo much 

more may weſay thatdifſembled iniquitie is double 

iniquitic. Aad therefore as I firſt ſaid, 44am here 

augments the miſchictc, where hee ſhould haue en- 


dedit, 
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Wherefore now to the fiſt point, whichis, The 

woman gaue, &c, Wherein wee may fiſt perceiue a 

filthie ſent of enuie, whercas hee will draw another 

with him to condemnation ; though, as Bernard 

ſaith, albeit there were more n hell, yer they burne 

, neuer the leſſe, But here is verified the fathers ſay- 

ing, who ſay, 1»2py ſolent excidere non ſulum ab amore 

Dei, ſed ab amoye etiam naturali, The wicked vie to 

fallnot only trom the loue of God, butalſo from na- 

eurall loue. See therefore how here Adam driues the 

fault tothe woman, being the weaker veſſel, as it is in 

r.Pet.;,7. 1.Pet.z.verl.7. but his vice is the greater becauſe he 
| accuſerh his wife. Heere is not onely inuidia cnuic, 
Gen.z,23, but perfidia vnfaithfulnes. For as before in Geneſis | 
2.ver(. 23, hce loued her ſo well that hec would | 

offend God to keepe her ſocietie in cuill ;{o here | 

he ſhould haueſtood for her, and abide the puniſh- | 

ment himſeclfe. Euen as Dauz4,when he ſaw the An- | 

gell that {mote the people, ſaid, Zet thy hand I pray | 

thee, be agatnit me, and againſt my fathers houſe, as it is 

2.54m.24.17, IN 2.54m.24.17.andas Moſes, when God minded to 
deſtroy the I{raclites, ffo:4 tn the breach before him, to 
turne away his wratn,leſt he ſhould deſtroy them;as it is in 
F/al.106,23. Pfal.106.23. Thus ſhould Adam have doneftor his 
wifte,& ſo haue gotten the like comendation which 

theſe holy men haue in Gods word. But I pray 
marke,that whereas before Exe is ſtill called Adams 

witc, now Adam faith, multer iſia, the woman, as 

though now he wereeſtranged from her, & corem- 

© ned her. Eueas Ammon after he had forced his liiter 
Tamar, and committed euull with her, hated her ex- 

| ceedinely, 
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ceeainely, ſo that the hatred wherewith he hated her, was 

greater then the loue wherewith he had loued her as it is in 

2.Sam. 13. 14,15. Andthis isthe iuſt judgement of ;.cam.r ;.x4, 

God againſt Adam,tor not reprouing his wife, when 25: 

ſhe tranſgreſſed Gods commandement, that his for- 

mer fooliſh indulgece, is now turned into extreame 

cruelty,and moſt wicked difloyalty. So Sazls fond 

fauour in ſparing wicked 42ag,1.Sam.15.verſ.g. was 1.Samrs.4. 
afterward turned into ſuch vilanous cruelty, that for 

eAbimelechs giuing ofa little bread,and a ſword vn- 

to Dauid, he flew 85. Prieſts,and Nob alſo the citie of the 

Prieſts deſtroyed he with the / gow both man and woman, 

both chitd and ſuckling, both oxeafſe andſheepe, as it is in — 
1.Sam.22. 18,19. So Ahabs fooliſh pittie in ſparing !-Sa#.22.18, * 
Benhadad the King of Aram, was turned into moſt '* 

cruell tyranny againſt pQore Nabot,1.King.21.4. &Cc, 1.King.21.4. 
And as we ſeethe juſt iudgement of God in Adam, ©* 

for fauouring and louing his wife in her ſinne, ſoal- 

ſowe may ſee the ſamein Exe, that albeit for alittle 

whilc ſhe had her husbands fauour in finning, and 

his loue in entiling him to the like , yet afterwards 
he renoſicerh her,& hatlino pitty on her, but to rid 
himſfelfe, careth not though ſhe ſmart for all..So the 
LeuiteinIudg.19.3.25. Albcit at firſt hee went after 749.19. 3. 29. 
his wife to ſpeake friendly vnto her, who had plaied 
-the whore and ran away from him : yet alittle after 

God ſenta ſpirit of diſliking vnto him,ſo thathe caſt 

her out at doores, and proſtituted her vnto wicked 

men, who ſo abuſed her all the night, that ſhee died 

before the morning. And {uchare the fruits of loue 


and vnity in {inne, 
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Now to the ſecond point. Which is, The womes 
that thou zaxeſt tobewith me cc, I would he had ſaid 
 nomore but I did cate, or atleaſtwiſe no more but 
the woman gaue,and ſtayed there : but he goes fur. 
ther to haue God in the ſociety of his fault, as Augs- 
fiinelaith,a te data dedit, ſhe whom thou gaueſt gaue tome 
ec. as it hee would haue ſaid, I had no conference 
with the Serpent,neither touched Ithe tree, and {o 
it was Gods fault that hee would giue him ſucha 
wite : or atleaſtwiſe hemight haue put her ina gar- 
den by herſclfe,and not haue put her with himas he 
ſaith. And behold,heere is as vile blaſphemy as was 
in his former apology, God gaue the fruit, God gaue 
the woman,and ſo God was the caule of his tran(- 
greſſion ſaith he. And ſo when hee had wraptboth YH 
Eue and God together in the fault, hee thoughthee [ 
had now played his part cunningly. Hcrein we may | 
ſee two things, firſt that his excuſe is a great deale ; 
more copious, then his confeſſion, and 10. words as | 
it were for one, heere is a pound of excuſes foran 
ounce of confcihon, and heere like a ſchollerlike 
Rhetorician of the diucls ſchoole, hee diſplaies his 
Rhetoricke, though to his owne greater condem- 
nation, as by and by we will ſhew. And ſecondly 
that hcere isa very bare confeſſion, anda very cold 
relenting, wherein wee may marke, hor pride can- | 
not abide humilitie to confeſle and acknowledge. 
For heere he confeſleth neither willingly, nor ſ1m- 
ply,nor fully,but being conſtrained to confeſſe, hee 
firſt fercheth a rebound againſt God, and then hee 
conteſleth only in generall, ſaying, 14d eate, neuer 
mentioning 


a. 
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mentioning the fac in-particular. Herein therefors 
weare to conſider three things, firſt thediucls ſug- 
peſtion,ſecondly Adams accuſation hereby aggraua. 
ted, thirdly Gods mercy. For the firſt, wee tee how 
earneſt the diue!l was ar firſt to brirſg them to ſinne, 
and by a foulelye, ſaying, Te ſhall not aze at all, but yee 

ſhall be as gods, Gen.z. 4,5. madethe path of ſinne to Geneſ;4.4,5. 
lecme plaine and pleaſant torhem ; fo now wee ſee 

how many rubs he caſteth againſttheir confeſſion : 

ſo that whereas their confeſſion ſhould come fully, 

he makes it to come out by drops, & when itſhould 

be cleare,ſce how foule and filthie he makes it. And 

euen as he dealt with Pharaoh in Exod. 14.5. &C. tO gxor45, &6. 
make him beleeue the moſt tooliſh ate that euer he © 
did,to be thought ſome great good matter, to wit, 
the purſuing ofthe Iſraclites : cuenſo here he makes 
Adam belecue to bea great point of wiſdome,to put 
God in minde, that the woman came from him, 
Heere we ſee the diuellis both an author of finne,an 
accuſer,and afterward he wil bea prodtor alſo to de- 
fend vs. 

Now the ſecond point, which weeare heerein to 
confider,is how Adam in the nullity of his anſiere, 
and his excule,aggrauates his finne,and prouidesac- 
cuſations for his owne condemnation: and ſoin the 
17. verſe following,this which he heere pretendeth 
of his wife, is made his inditement. Wherefore hee 
might betterhaue ſaid, I rooke it andeate, but heere 
he ſayes ſhe gaue it, which makes his fault the grea- 
ter. For ifithadbeena manthat had giuen ir, there 


mig ht haue been fome pretenſe of compuliton or 
cauſe 
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1,Pet.3.7. 


1ob 2.10, 


Eſay 38.14. 
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cauſeof feare ; but heerehis owne.words,conuince 
him(ſelf,tharhediditneitherof conſtraintnorfeare, 
but of his owne accord. And heercalfo he betrayerh 
his neele of his duty, & fond indulgence towards 
his wife, For his wife being the weaker veſlell, and 
hebcing her head, as itis in Eph.5.23. ſhould haue 
inſtructed her as a man of knowledge, as it is in 
1.Pet.3.7.and he might alſo haue refrained her from 
wandring, ſo that the Serpent could not haue had 
ſuch occafion to tempt her : or at leaſtwiſe when 
ſhe inticed him, hee ſhould hauerebuked her, cuen 
as 10b did his wife, Iob. 2. verſ.10. Wherefore (as I 
faid before)this which herc hee takes for his excuſe, 
is afterwards iuſtly turned to his accuſation. 

Now to the third and laſt point, which is Gods 
wonderfull mercie and patient longanimitie in bea- 
ring with all theſe imperfeRions. Though wee can 
not mourneas the Doue, yetif wee doe but chatter 
like the Swallow, as it isin Eſay 38.14, Godis con- 
rented in mercie to accept of it. And therefore in 
regard of this great mercie of God itisſo often ſaid 


in thePfalmes,confeſſe and praiſe Gods goodneſle: 


and ſo the Hebrew word mn {ignifieth both to con- 
feſle and alſo to praiſe. Wherefore wee will here 
conclude with that worthie ſaying of the Fathers, 
That if man open to repentance but like the eye 
of a needle, God preſently openeth euen 
the loudgates of his mercie. 


GzN. 


GuNnzs15s 3. 13» 
Ard the Lorll God ſaid to the woman, Why haſt thou 
done this ? and the woman ſaid, the Serpent begui- 
had me, and 1 dia cate. 


\29N the former verſe the mans 
23 triall was ended. For firſt in 
the ſeuenth verſe God ſum- 
mons him by opening his 
eyes; in theeight verſe he cals 
him to arraignment by his 
voyce and preſence, in the 
ninth verſe hee is brought to 
his examination in thetenth verſc hee anſwers for 
himſelf;in the eleuenth verſ.by his owne confeſſion 
his proofe is made againſt him, inthe twetth verſe 
he confeſſeth, and ſo afterwards followeth his iudg- 
ment. Now God brings the woman to her triall al- 
ſo,whercin hee comes to the roote to diſpatch the 
matter, as alſo in Phyſicke in Logicke and other 
Artes it is a ptincipall point of difloluing contro- 
uerſtes to bring the queſtion to a maxime. Herein 
therefore wee are to conſider two ſpeciall points, 
firſt the ground and matter of the woman s accuſa- 
tion,and ſecondly her anſwere thereunto* For the 
firſt, the principall point of her accuſation was not 
onely for eating her ſelfe, but that ſhe gaue to ano- 
theralſo to cate, wherein Adam was cond cmned be- 
ing an acceſlatie, For to make others to ſinneis as 


G wicked 
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wicked before Godas todoe the fnne it ſelfe. And 
Kevelat.2.14., therefore Belzaw, whogas itis in Reuclat. 2. verl. 14, 
taweht Balac to 2a 4 ſtumbling blocke before the children 
of 1ſrael,that they ſhould eate of things ſacrificed unto I 
dols,and commit fornication,was iuſtly flaine therefore 
Feſn.13.22, by the children of Iſracl, as itis in Ioſh.r;. verſ.22, 
num.31.1g, Andtherefore Hoſes in Numb.31.14.8&c. was an- 
&6 orice with al the Captaines of the Iſraelites for ſauin 
the women of Midian and their children, hecan 


(faith hee ) theſe cauſed the children of Iſrael to ſinne, 

&c. And in regarde hereof Paulwiſheth that they 

were cut off who troubled the Galatians, as it is in 

> Galat.g.rz, Gal.5.12, and therefore Chriſt himſclfe ſaith,Math, 
Matib,15.7- 18.7. Woe be to that man by whom the cffence commeth, 
Deat.23.6,6c, And finally itis ſaid in Neut. 13.6.8c. If thy wife that 
kieth in thy boſome [hall intice thee ſecreth, ſaying, Let vs 

goe and ſerue other gods, & c : thy eye ſhall not pitie her, | 


nor ſhew mercie, nor keepe her ſecret, but thou ſhalt euen 

kill ber thy hand jhall be firſt wpon her 16 put her 10 death, 

and then the hands of all the people. Wherefore Eue be- 

ing gtuen to her husband for an helpe, as itis in 

Geneſ2.18, Gen.2.18,fora good thing,as itis in Prou.18.22,for 

Pro.18.22. acrownevnto him,as it isin Prou.12.4.2nd finally 

 MIt* forhisfurtherancein goodnes, wiſdome and grace, 

* Pro.31.12.36, aSitis in Prou.31.12.26. In that ſhe hcreintiſed him 

to euill, and was ſo author of his confuſion, herein I 

ſay ſhe is moſt iuſtly indited. And this inditement 

ſhall in the indgementday ſtand againſt wicked Jeſa- 

bel, and bloodic Herodjas, who cauſed Hercd to bc- 
Me.148.10. head 1ohn Baptiſt,as itisin Matth.14.8.10. 

| Now let vs come to her an{were, which is, the 


Serpent begwiled her &c. wherein ſhee anſweresſhee 
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knowes 


| IE? habe. 
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knowes not what, For Godasketh quare, why, and 
ſheanſweres quis,vho: burnegenhekeſle ſuch asthe 
anſwere is, we maſt cake it. Wherfore this is no apo- 
logie,but iris a peece ofthe diuels rhetoricke and fo- 
phiſtry : an excuſe it is,and ſhe would not be behind 
Atam herein, Wherein ſhe ſheweth herſclte atib of 
the man, he excuſed himſclfe,and ſo doth the,hepurt 
it to another,and ſo doth ſhe,and the ſame fauirs are 
in them both. And here by the way we may oblerue 
two things, firſt that theſe excuſes being ſo like, came 
both out of one ſchoole, their maiſter the diuell, 
who will bee both our accuſer and aduocate,and 
more hurt a great deale doth he being our aduocate, 
then when hee is our accuſer, forhee accuſing vs, 
Chriſt is our aduocate, And ſecondly, we may here- 
inſce a further point of Satans malice, in that hee 
would hauc her rather then ſhee ſhould not excuſe 
herſclfe, to lay the fault on himſelfe. This excuſe 
therfore proceeds partly from feare,and partly from 
deſpaire,but the roote of all is pride. And hereupon 
AuzuFine well (aith,that albeit ſhe was impar ſexs,yet 
was = _—_ vnequall in kind, but equall in 
pride, And this pride ſpoyled Sauls confeflion in 
I.Sam.15. verſe 35. [hane ſinned (ſaith he to Samncl,) 1.5am.15.30. 
but 1 pray thee honor me &c,, And thus pride ſpoiles all 
the confeſſions & praiers ofthe wicked,8& makes the 
to be abominable in Gods fight : and therefore $a- 
lomon {aith Prou.15.8. The ſacrifice of the wicked is abo. Prou 15,8, 
mination tothe Lord, But onthe contrary, Damid to 
ſhew that he abhorred this pride in cloaking and cx- 
cuſing ſinne, aftcr the prophet had reproued him 


for his adultery, hee publiſheth the 51. Pſalme to 
| G 2 ſhame, 
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ſhame himſelf,and entitleth it,as you ſce, A P/alwe of 


Dasid, when the Prophet Nathan came vnto him af- 
tcr he had gone in to Batſheba. But in this anſwere 


| of Faeto make. an equality of their {11 is a plain pre= 


uarication ; Ene therefore was firſt in cating, and A- 
dam the ſecond, and 4d:1mthe firſt in cxcuſing, and 
Exe the ſecond, and ſo they mcete together in the 
equality of their finnes : for the hyding and excu- 
fing of the fact, was as bad as the fact it ſelte, Now 
therefore if wee examine rightly Exes excuſe, wee 
ſhall find {ixe exceptions againſt it. The firſt js, asI 
ſaid before, itis nodire& anſwere to Gods queſti- 
on. The ſecond is, ſhe ſayes ſhedid eate, but the di- 
uell was the cauſe of her eating,and ſo Adam aid the 
woman was the cauſe of his cating. But as Nazzan- 
zene {aith,If a man burne his foote in the fire, thefire 
is the cauſe of his burning, and not the bellowes 
though they blew the fire : {o their ambitious and 
inflamed concupiſcence, was the principall and im- 
mediate cauſe of their cating, and not the diuel), 
though hee wereas the bellowes to blow the ſame. 
The third is who ſheaccuſeth, the Serpent, which is 
ſo farre from purging her,thatitaggrauares her faule, 
For it ſhe had ſaid the man beguiled her, ithad been 
no ſufficient cxcuſe,much lefle therfore,if a Serpene 
or acreeping worme. Heere theretore the makes her 


fault worſethen Adams, for the lefle the motiueis to 


ſ1nne,the greater theſinne is. The fourth exception 
is her deceir,for where ſhe ſaith the Serpent begui- 
led her, itis falſe, Forſhe being made according to 
che Image of God in integrity and knowledge, 


could not be beguiled by him, valeſle (hee had firft 
| beeuilcd 
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bepuiledherſelf. Wherfore this is no betteranſwere, 
then if aſeruant being forbidden todo athing, runs 
afterwards into drunkennes, and being asked why 
he did it, ſhould fay that drunkennes was the caule, 
and not he, Well therctorc ſay the Fathers outot the 
40. of er. arrogantia te decepit, arrogancie deceiued 
thee,and not the Serpent. The fifth cxeeption, that 
as this excuſe was fallc, ſoit irhad been truc, yet this 
is no good conſequence to ſay,the Serpent beguiled 
me,therforc I did eat. For hearing is in the cares,and 
eating inthe mouth,andas there isa great ſpace be- 
twixt the cares and the mouth, ſo ſhce had ſpace 
enough to haucasked cither Adam or God,and nee- 
ded notto be deceived by the Serpent. The ſixtand 
laſt exception is,that albcitin plaine words hcere is 
no blaſphemie,yet this hath a filchy reliſh of blaſphe- 
mie: for it is asifſhe would haueſaid, if God had 
not permitted the Serpent, he had notbeguiled; and 
therefore ſhe will haue God tobe a fellow with her, 
in herprideand ambitious deſire, And thus you ſce 
all that ſhe can fay for her ſelfe, wherein you may 
ſee, that both from the loynes of Adam, and the 
breaſts of Ee we recciue this pride and hypocriſie 
to hide and excnſe our ſfinnes: which is as bad and 
worſethen the (inne it ſelfe, for theſe two cauſes. 
Firſt becau{e ir isas caſte a matter to haue ſinne re. 
moved.,3s10 acknowledgeand confeſle it, and caſt- 
er t10: for as Auguſtine ſaith,peccatum is but three [yl- 
Jables, whereas confeſhon doth conſiſt in many 
words. And ſecondly becauſe hee who hides halte 
his diſeaſe from the Phyfſttion, will haue but halfe his 
| diſealc cured: andtiicrefore Bernard vpon this place 
G > jaith, 
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faith, that that man giucs away halfe his pardon, 

who will conceale and cloake halfe his finnes. And 

his iudgementis heere,thatche puniſhment was not 

tor the tranſgrefſion,ſo much as for exculing them- 

ſelues,and accuſing God. And therefore 106 faith in 

Fob 31.3733 his 31. chapter, veric 27. and 33. 1f my heart did flatter 

me in ſecret ,or if my mouth did kiſſe ny hand, if 1 haze 
hid my ſinne, as Adam, concealing my iniquity in my bo» 

ſome. As therefore we ſce this hiding and cxculing 
of finne in them to be moſt abominable, ſo for vsta 
do the like, were farre greater wickednes, and that 
for two caulſcs : firſt becauſe we haue Goddaily ad- 
moniſhing vs in his Word, and fo had not they : ſo 
that we may iuſtly ſay as Dawiddid in Plalm. 140.7. 
O Lord,the ſtrength of my ſaluation,thou haſt conered my 
head in the day of battell, Secondly, they doubted, ha- | 
= no promiſe of pardon, but we haucaſure pro- 

mile. Wherefore let vs, as itis in Prov. 1. verſe 8. 

Heare our fathers inſiruttion, and forſake not our mothers 
teaching. Adams inſtrufion is,that ſeeing his miſery | 
came by obeying his wiues voice, entifing him to 
Micah7.g, finne,we ſhould not treft in a friend, as itis in Micha 
7. verle 5. neither put confidence in a connſeller, but keepe 
the doores of our month from her that tyeth in our boſorne. 
And Zes inſtruQion is,thar ſeeing the diuell is ade- 
i ceiuer, a murtherer from the heginning, a ter, and the 
Fobn $.44. father of thes, as itisin Ioh. 8. verſe 44. We therefore 

. truſt him nor. 

Now thereremaines a point material to be hand- 
led, why God calles not the Serpent toanſwerefor 
himſelfe,as he did Adamand Exe. I anſwer, becauſe 


he was a condemned perſon alccadic, firſtin _— 
| ing 
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P/alm.140.7, 


Prou.1.s. 


God: Mercy in deliwering bim. 4> 


ling from his place and eſtate of an Angell, and ſe- 
condly now in his murther committed. And further 
the Serpentis excluded from pardon for two cau- 
fes,as the fathers ſay : firſt, becauſe he was a deceiner 
and they deceiued,and as Polings faith, 41a eff ratio 
preceptoris alia diſcipmls, There is one reaſon of the 
{choolemaſter, and another of the ſcholler; and 
therfore as Bernardfaith, 2uos aliena malitia funeſtauit, 
aliena charitas renouauit, Whom the malice of one de- 
ſtroyed,thoſe the loue ofanother renued. Secondly, 
we ſee 4damand Exe how they are fearing,ſhaming, 
and hiding for their ſinne; but the diuell,as the Pſal. 
miſt airh,doth glorie in his finne. And thercforein 


1.King.:22.21.when the Lord would puniſh hab, r.xjag.rs, x7, 


there came foorth a ſpirit, and ſtood before the Lord, and 
ſaid,t will entice him. And therefore making a ſcorne 


of Chriſt, he faith in Marth.8. 29. 9d nobis tecum acut.s.ug, 


leſu fili Dei , What haue wee to doe with thee eſis thou 
onne of God ? Moſt iuftly therefore is the diucll ex- 
cluded from all mercie. Wherfore now to conclude 
all that in this courſe of indgement is contained, as 
wee herein ſee ſeyen notorious miſcrics and effects 
of ſinne, ſocontrarie we fee ſeuen excellent mercics 
of the grace of God. As for the miſeries of finne in 
man,the hr{t is blindnes,the ſecond ſhame, the third 
feare, the fourth a running and hiding from God, 
the fifth a dumbnes and obſtinacie neucr toreturne 
or confefſe vnto God before he call and enforce vn- 
toit, the {ixtha reuolting from God to follow and 
eruſt the diuels counfaile; the ſeuenth, moſt horrible 
blaſphemie. Now the ſeuen mercies of God are 


theſe,the firſt, his preuenting of them from ſin m"_ 
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his commandement; the ſecond, his goodneſſe in 
opening their eyes, the third, his humilitie to con- 
deſcend to ſecke them , the fourth, his benignitie to 


callthem to anſwere and confeſle that ſo he mighe 
heale; the fifth, his long ſufferance to inuite them to 


- repentance; the ſixth, his patience to beare with 


their bad anſwere; the ſeuenth & laſt, his clemencie 
to take their bad confeſſion in good part: & his infi- 
nite mercic that when for ſeuen times he could find 
no repentance in them whereby he might ſhew his 
mercte vnto them, he found cauſe in his owne mer. 
cie not to deſtroythem : which mercie of God ſur- 


Zames 2.13, Paſſethall his works. So that here,as S.7ames ſaith in 


FR 0/8.5.20. 


his ſecond chapter,verl.13, wercie reioyceth againſt 
condemnation. And therefore we may con- 
clude with S. Paul, Rom.5.ver.20,that 
where ſinne abounded, there grace 
abounded much more, 


FINIS, 


